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nations through the rise of democracy. In general, Mazzini
believed that the small nationalities would be a barrier to the
aggressiveness of big States. This idea has been tested iu the
Peace Treaties of 1919, but it was not a success. The Austrian
and Ottoman Empires were to be destroyed. In the American
Civil War Mazzini espoused the cause of the North, though it
was opposed to the principle of self-determination. In strange
inconsistency, however, he also thought that America was wide
enough for two or three confederations. That the peoples of
Asia or Africa could also claim nationhood seems never to have
entered his mind. His view obviously was that Asia was to be
colonized by the Europeans, mainly by the English and the
Russians.

When Italian unity was realized by Cavour's statecraft Maz-
zini refused to recognize the new state of things. In his view it
was " the phantom, the mockery of Italy ". He even opposed the
union of Rome with the Kingdom of Italy because he refused to
sacrifice his ideal of a Republican Rome and her world mission
to national unity with a king. In the Franco-German War of
1870 Mazzini took the side of Prussia. For several years already
he had intrigued with Bismarck, whom he greatly admired,
against the King of Italy, whom he suspected of Pro-French
inclinations, and he was ready if Bismarck would send him arms
and money to arouse a revolution against the King and to start
a civil war. The new Italy, he complained, had found her
inspiration not in Dante but in Machiavelli. He scorned a
policy centred on economic prosperity to which in his view the
ideal world-mission of Italy had been sacrificed. " It is my
lot, he wrote, to consume my last days in the grief, supreme to
one who really loves, to see the thing, one loves most, inferior
to its mission."

22.   GERMAN NATIONALISM IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
Napoleon's domination and the war of liberation against him
led to a movement for establishing a united and strong Germany.
This plan, however, was faced with great difficulties. The Ger-
mans, lived in numerous States and not merely the interests of the
dynasties, but also the territorial loyalties of their peoples resisted
a close unification. Moreover, the old conflict between the Great
Powers of Austria and Prussia barred the road to unity as neither
of these two powers was willing to subordinate itself to the other,
or to a third power. Lastly, national sentiment to a great extent